i7ii]           JONATHAN SWIFT             285

new ones necessary, when there shall be occasion to have a

new session.

I pray most heartily for her Majesty, and her Ministers;
and am inclined to believe, that it is one of the most
difficult parts of their present circumstances, to find proper
instruments to execute their good intentions, notwithstand-
ing the great crowds that offer themselves; particularly,
my Lord Treasurer's welfare is at heart with all good men:
I am sure, with none more than, Reverend Sir, etc.

WILL. DUBLIN.

CXXIL [Hawkeswortk.]

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Swords,1 September i, 1711.

REVEREND SIR,

I GOT a little retirement here, and made use of it, to
write you by the present packet. I promised to say some-
thing as to your own affairs; and the first thing is, not to
neglect yourself on this occasion, but to make use of the
favour and interest you have at present to procure you
some preferment that may be called a settlement. Years
come on, and after a certain age, if a man be not in a sta-
tion that may be a step to a better, he seldom goes higher.
It is with men as with beauties, if they pass the flower, they
grow stale, and lie for ever neglected. I know you are not
ambitious; but it is prudence, not ambition, to get into a
station, that may make a man easy, and prevent contempt
when he grows in years. You certainly may now have an
opportunity to provide for yourself, and I entreat you not
to neglect it.2

The second thing that I would desire you to consider is,
that God has given you parts and learning, and a happy
turn of mind; and that you are answerable for those talents
to God: and therefore I advise you, and believe it to be
your duty, to set yourself to some serious and useful sub-

1  Supra, p. 271, n. i.

2  " Methinks   he  should have invited me over," says Swift,  in
writing to Stella, "and given me some hopes or promises " (" Prose
Works," ii, 241).s, to allow the
